Immunologic detection of fecal occult blood from upper digestive tract diseases.
This study was conducted to evaluate the accuracy of the immunochemical occult blood test for upper digestive tract diseases. The test was performed on 226 subjects, including 124 upper digestive tract diseases (12 ulcerative esophagitis cases, 10 esophageal cancer cases, 33 gastric ulcer cases, 33 gastric cancer cases, and 36 duodenal ulcer cases), 34 colorectal cancer cases, and 68 healthy subjects, after which, the accuracy of this test was evaluated. The test was positive 23 in upper digestive tract diseases (2 in ulcerative esophagitis, 2 in esophageal cancer, 5 in gastric ulcer, 8 in gastric cancer, 6 in duodenal ulcer), 31 in colorectal cancer, and 3 in healthy subjects, respectively. Thus, the sensitivity was 19% for upper digestive tract diseases (16.7% for ulcerative esophagitis, 20% for esophageal cancer, 15% for gastric ulcer, 24% for gastric cancer, 20% for duodenal ulcer) and 91% for colorectal cancer, and the specificity was 96%. Significant difference was noted in the sensitivity between upper digestive tract diseases and colorectal cancers (p0.001), whereas there was no difference among 5 upper digestive tract diseases. These results indicate that the immunochemical occult blood is inadequate as means for detection of upper digestive tract diseases, and that an examination of upper digestive tract is unnecessary in cases where the immunochemical occult blood test is positive, but there is no evidence of diseases in colon and rectum.